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Ashley Grayson, a 35-year-old entrepreneur and self-proclaimed “eight-figure business coach,” was sentenced to

10 years in federal prison for orchestrating a chilling murder-for-hire
(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/murder-investigation/) scheme. The Dallas resident
(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/texas/) attempted to hire a Memphis couple to murder three
individuals (https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/murder/) she viewed as threats: a business rival from

Southaven, Mississippi, a former boyfriend, and a Texas woman who criticized her online.

Grayson gained online fame by selling business courses and flaunting her lifestyle as a successful philanthropist.

However, her rivalry with the Southaven woman, who operated a similar online business, escalated dramatically.

Believing the woman created fake profiles to tarnish her reputation, Grayson decided to take drastic and illegal
measures.
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Despite her image as a successful, generous businesswoman, federal investigators uncovered a chilling murder-

for-hire scheme that unraveled the carefully curated persona Grayson had built online.

Ashley Grayson’s Rise to Internet Fame

Ashley Grayson’s journey began with a narrative that captivated thousands. Claiming she launched her business

with an overdrawn bank account, Grayson boasted of earning $1 million in just 60 minutes.

(https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-

federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html)Her success story resonated deeply,

especially with aspiring entrepreneurs, catapulting her to social media stardom.

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/social-media/)

Trending
Seabrook Manhunt: Dawayland Hurst Wanted for Revenge Murder
(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/dawayland-hurst-revenge-murder-seabrook-
texas/)

As her influence grew, Grayson expanded her empire with online courses aimed at helping others repair their

credit and achieve financial independence. She showcased her opulent lifestyle online, sharing images of her

North Carolina mansion, lavish vacations, and even a yacht proposal featuring a private serenade by R&B legend

Monica, as reported by Yahoo. (https://www.yahoo.com/news/social-media-couple-indicted-federal-

145338540.html)

Grayson also earned praise for her philanthropy. In one notable instance covered by Fox 13

(https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-

federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html), she gifted a free house to a Memphis

mother, further solidifying her image as a benevolent entrepreneur giving back to her community.

Related|Florida Woman is Shot During Livestreamed Fistfight Over Photos
(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/florida-woman-shot-livestream-fight-over-photos/)

The Fuse That Lit the Flame: The Ashley Grayson

Murder-for-Hire Case

According to Atlanta Black Star (https://atlantablackstar.com/2024/04/05/social-media-influencer-and-
entrepreneur-ashley-grayson-found-guilty-in-murder-for-hire-scheme/), the explosive feud that ultimately

led to Ashley Grayson’s conviction in a murder-for-hire scheme can be traced back to an escalating series of

public disputes, particularly with financial coach Derricka Harwell.

Influencer Ashley Grayson, 35, was

sentenced to 10 years in prison for

murder-for hire plot. @

itsashley_graysona/Instagram/ The

New York Post

Grayson offered her friend and her

husband $20,000 to murder her

business rival. @

itsashley_graysona/Instagram / The

New York Post

Grayson was given the maximum

sentence for murder-for-hire. @

itsashley_graysona/Instagram/ The

New York Post

For The Culture

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

the-culture/)

Mind & Soul

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

and-soul/)

Modern Womanhood

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

womanhood/)

Money Moves

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

moves/)

Ripped From The Headlines

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

from-the-headlines/)

Trending Topics

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/cat

topics/)

(https://shaneatrajones

speaks.com/author/sha

neatrajones/)
Shaneatra Jones

(https://shaneatrajonessp

See author's posts
(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/autho

WP POST AUTHOR

CEO, Founder & Editor-in-Chief, Shaneatra
Jones Speaks: The Inner Thoughts of a
Modern Woman

Shaneatra Jones empowers women
navigating career, motherhood, and self-
empowerment. She also sheds light on
stories of crimes against women, unsolved
murders, and underrepresented voices,
driving meaningful conversations and
positive change. Shaneatra Jones is
passionate about bringing real news and
stories that matter, grounded in facts.

10/23/25, 4:33 PM Ashley Grayson Sentenced to 10 Years for Murder-for-Hire Plot - Shaneatra Jones Speaks: The Inner Thoughts of A Modern Woman

https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/ashley-grayson-sentenced-to-10-years-for-murder-for-hire-plot/ 3/13

https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/social-media/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/tag/social-media/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/dawayland-hurst-revenge-murder-seabrook-texas/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/dawayland-hurst-revenge-murder-seabrook-texas/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/dawayland-hurst-revenge-murder-seabrook-texas/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/social-media-couple-indicted-federal-145338540.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/social-media-couple-indicted-federal-145338540.html
https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://www.fox13memphis.com/news/glitz-glamour-murder-for-hire-memphis-social-media-star-sentenced-to-federal-prison/article_cc401b3e-a5bc-11ef-83f6-8713687a91c1.html
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/florida-woman-shot-livestream-fight-over-photos/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/florida-woman-shot-livestream-fight-over-photos/
https://atlantablackstar.com/2024/04/05/social-media-influencer-and-entrepreneur-ashley-grayson-found-guilty-in-murder-for-hire-scheme/
https://atlantablackstar.com/2024/04/05/social-media-influencer-and-entrepreneur-ashley-grayson-found-guilty-in-murder-for-hire-scheme/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/for-the-culture/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/mind-and-soul/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/modern-womanhood/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/money-moves/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/ripped-from-the-headlines/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/category/trending-topics/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/
https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/author/shaneatrajones/


The feud began after Grayson accused Harwell of defamation following a comment Harwell made under one of

Grayson’s Facebook posts. Grayson’s lawsuit alleged that Harwell’s words were “false, defamatory, and
injurious” to her personal reputation. The financial coach’s post reportedly claimed that Grayson had “stalked
and harassed” her online, which Grayson argued severely damaged her image both on social media and in the

real world.

In an exhibit obtained by the Atlanta Black Star Derricka Harwell alleged social media comment stated:

“Chile, I had to get legal and file a whole restraining order on this one… it ain’t what you think. I promise. Be

careful who you show admiration to sis…..I bet a million dollars this ain’t it.”

Exhibit A Photo of the alleged comment made by Derricka Harwell/ Atlanta Black Star

Grayson’s legal battle with Harwell didn’t end there. As part of the defamation lawsuit, Grayson claimed that

Harwell’s comment permanently tarnished her reputation, making people believe false allegations about her

character. These claims reflected the growing tension between the two women and set the stage for a darker turn

in Grayson’s life.

This public dispute was one of the key factors that prosecutors highlighted in their investigation into the murder-

for-hire scheme. Federal authorities revealed that Grayson had hired a contract killer in Tennessee, paying the

individual to murder a person—referred to only by the initials D.H.
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The details of the plot remain murky, as many court records are sealed. However, a video surfaced online that

allegedly shows Grayson speaking to another woman about “Derricka,” further fueling suspicions that the feud

played a pivotal role in motivating the crime. While it is not confirmed that the video is directly connected to the

murder-for-hire plot, it does suggest a deeper, unresolved anger linked to Harwell.

GET STARTED

Ashley Grayson’s Settlement Allegations

The Atlanta Black Star (https://atlantablackstar.com/2024/04/05/social-media-influencer-and-
entrepreneur-ashley-grayson-found-guilty-in-murder-for-hire-scheme/) also reported that Grayson’s rise to

fame was overshadowed by controversy. Although she gained popularity through her business venture, Digital

Course Recipe, which allegedly earned her over $1 million in under an hour, critics soon questioned the

authenticity of her financial success.

Some accused Grayson of inflating her earnings and claimed that the bulk of her wealth came from a workers’

compensation settlement after she lost a finger at a previous job. This revelation only added to the growing

animosity surrounding Grayson, culminating in accusations from an alleged victim who claimed that she was
scammed out of $2,000 after purchasing Grayson’s course, only to be blocked online when she sought a refund.

The Murder-For-Hire Proposal

In August 2022, Grayson invited a Memphis woman and her husband, former associates of hers, to Dallas under

the guise of discussing a lucrative “business opportunity.” According to (https://www.justice.gov/usao-

wdtn/pr/texas-woman-sentenced-10-years-imprisonment-connection-murder-hire-plot) Reagan Fondren, Acting

U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee, Grayson approached a Memphis woman and her husband in

2022, offering them $20,000 each to murder three people:

1. A Southaven businesswoman who ran a similar online enterprise and whom Grayson accused of creating fake

profiles to discredit her.

2. Her ex-boyfriend, for reasons not disclosed publicly.

3. A Texas woman who posted negative comments about her on social media.

Grayson allegedly offered a $5,000 bonus if the Southaven woman was killed within a week.

The Memphis couple recorded a subsequent call in which Grayson reiterated her intentions. Rather than

executing the plan, the couple staged evidence of a failed attempt, sending Grayson a photo of police lights to

claim the job had been interrupted. They then extorted $10,000 from Grayson as partial payment.

The Investigation and Trial

Grayson’s actions came to light through the couple’s cooperation with law enforcement, including the FBI and

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF). Following a comprehensive investigation, a

federal grand jury indicted (https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdtn/pr/texas-woman-sentenced-10-years-

imprisonment-connection-murder-hire-plot) Grayson and her husband, Joshua Grayson, in 2023 for the use of

interstate facilities in the commission of murder-for-hire under 18 U.S.C. §1958.

(https://shaneatrajonesspeaks.com/55-
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During the March 2024 trial, Joshua Grayson was acquitted, while Ashley was convicted. On October 31, 2024,

U.S. District Judge Thomas L. Parker sentenced her to 120 months, the maximum penalty under federal law,

along with three years of supervised release. In federal cases, parole is not an option.

Latest Update on Ashley Grayson

According to a report from Say Cheese (https://x.com/SaycheeseDGTL/status/1852161209232929047?

t=wX_xWiQY2wJmV4L6s0nMXw&s=19) on October 31, 2024, Ashley Grayson, who is currently pregnant with

her third child, has four weeks to report to prison to begin serving her sentence. As she prepares for her

incarceration, many are left wondering how this will impact her family, business, and the ongoing public

conversation surrounding her criminal conviction.

SAY CHEESE! 
@SaycheeseDGTL · Follow

Ashley Grayson was sentenced to 10 years today
(120 months) and has 4 weeks to surrender. She is
allegedly pregnant with her third child. 
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A Cautionary Tale

Acting U.S. Attorney Reagan Fondren called the case a “twenty-first-century crime” where online disputes

spilled into the real world. “The emotional toll on the victims and their families is immeasurable,” Fondren said.

Special Agent Joe Carrico of the FBI Nashville Field Office added, “This case demonstrates our commitment
to investigating violent crimes and holding perpetrators accountable.”

The Public and Social Media Reaction

The case has been a hot topic on social media platforms, igniting debates within Facebook groups and online

communities dedicated to discussing the details and unfolding drama surrounding the incident. The case has also

raised questions about the power of internet fame and its impact on real-life events.

While the identities of the other two victims have been widely shared on social media, with videos and posts

revealing their stories, major news outlets have yet to name them for legal and safety reasons. As a result, I won’t

be naming them here out of respect for their privacy, but if you’re curious, you can explore more details online.

This case highlights the growing influence of social media and the unintended consequences that come with

public exposure, serving as a powerful lesson for both influencers and followers alike about the risks and

responsibilities tied to fame.

Explore more compelling stories, insightful commentary, and in-depth coverage on

trending topics from Shaneatra Jones Speaks. Check out the categories below for

exclusive updates and powerful discussions.

“This was a twenty-first century crime where online feuds and senseless rivalries bled into the
real world. The defendant tried to hire someone to murder a woman over things that happened
exclusively on the internet. Fortunately, no one was physically hurt in this case, but the victim
and her family still felt a severe and emotional impact as the result of the defendant’s actions.
The proactive response from the investigating agencies and our prosecutors prevented an even
more serious crime from occurring.”
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